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The Low Impact Development Center, Inc. (LID Center), a non-profit water resources and sustainability research organization, is leading a multidisciplinary team on a cutting-edge project that will facilitate and promote the ability of engineers, researchers, and planners to communicate the importance of using green infrastructure and decentralized, or Low Impact Development (LID), controls for stormwater management in urban areas.
Green infrastructure and LID techniques will be a critical component of protecting, restoring, and extending the capacity of our nation’s water resources as we continue the process of rebuilding and rehabilitating our aging infrastructure and urban areas. The LID Center has recently completed a four (4) year research project for the Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF). This project focused on the development of strategies and the presentation of approaches for using green infrastructure in urban areas on a stand-alone basis and as a complement to existing traditional grey infrastructure.  
A common challenge that faces the engineering, planning, and research communities is how to discuss and promote state-of-the-art technical information to stakeholders, politicians, elected officials, and regulators in an approachable manner. This new project will present strategies, techniques, and resources on how to communicate the effectiveness and importance of these approaches. 
The traditional solution to stormwater management has been a centralized end-of-pipe approach. Compared to conventional grey infrastructure, green infrastructure provides a greener, more sustainable urban design. Because green infrastructure relies heavily on vegetation or practices that simulate elements of the natural hydrologic cycle, the environmental benefits gained extend beyond stormwater and water quality. There is also a growing “green city” movement as municipalities recognize and seek to capitalize on the many benefits of incorporating green space and green design into the urban environment. Green infrastructure offers a truly integrated approach to comprehensive environmental management. Its unique qualities alter the traditional approach to pollution abatement and present a multi-media / multi-benefit solution. 

The project team includes Tetra Tech, Inc., a world-wide leader in water resources consulting, which developed the Rain Gardens for Livable Communities project for WERF. This team also includes the Clean Water America Alliance, a non-profit organization that is bringing a breadth of perspectives together to explore the complex issues of water sustainability with a commitment to improving public awareness of the need to move toward a holistic, watershed-based approach to water quality and quantity challenges. The project is scheduled for completion in 2009.
Additional details can be found on the LID Center’s website at www.lowimpactdevelopment.org.  

Additional information on Tetra Tech and the Clean Water America Alliance can be found at www.tetratech.com and www.cleanwateramericaalliance.org, respectively. 

For more information contact Neil Weinstein, Executive Director, The Low Impact Development Center, Inc., at nweinstein@lowimpactdevelopment.org.
